
The Battle of Olustee, Florida, February 20, 1864, was the first combat 
situation faced by the 1st  North Carolina Colored Volunteers 
(35th United States Colored Troops), FloridaState Archives of Florida, 
Florida Memory

Registration is $20 ($10 for students) which will 
cover all lectures, refreshments, and boxed lunch 
on Friday.  Please return a check made payable 
to the North Carolina Literary and Historical 
Association by October 10, 2013, to Mr. 
Parker Backstrom, 4610 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4610.  We encourage 
early registration but walkup registrants will 
be included if space permits (lunch will require 
preregistration).  If capacity is exceeded, you will 
be placed on standby. 

Please include the following information with your payment.

Financial Support Provided by 
Wake Forest University 

Department of History, Griffin Fund 
Office of the Dean of the College, Office of the Provost 

The Humanities Institute 

Winston-Salem State University
Old Salem Museums & Gardens 

North Carolina Literary and Historical 
Association

www.nccivilwar150.com

On January 1, 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation, declaring that “all persons held 
as slaves” within the states in rebellion “are, and 
henceforward, shall be free.”  The step came 
just over three months after the Preliminary 
Emancipation Proclamation, issued on September 
22, 1862, by the commander-in-chief following a 
major victory in the field, the Battle of Antietam 
(Sharpsburg) on September 17, 1862.  The 1863 
proclamation changed the nature of the war.  
From that point on, every advance of Union troops 
expanded the domain of freedom.  At the same 
time, it is important to understand that enslaved 
persons before and during the war took actions 
that directly impacted their liberty, escaping from 
their captors or, in some cases, simply walking 
away.  Freedom and its ramifications shed light on 
the war and on modern American history.

Members of a planning committee within 
the North Carolina Office of Archives 

and History, along with colleagues at Wake Forest 
University, Winston-Salem State University, and 
Old Salem, invite you to join nineteen presenters 
on October 17 and 18, 2013, for a conference to 
examine freedom and other legacies of the war.  
Subjects to be considered include free blacks 
during the conflict, United States Colored Troops, 

African American spies, women, freedmen and 
family, and the lives of noted North Carolinians, 
Harriet Jacobs and Abraham Galloway.  
Presentations include those by professors and 
graduate students, and selected papers from a 
class of Wake Forest undergraduates.  Questions 
to be considered include:  What did emancipation 
accomplish and what challenges for freedom 
remained?  How did African Americans take 
advantage of the changes brought by the war?  
Why is the Civil War important 150 years later?  
What is most important to remember about the 
Civil War?  What lessons can we take from the 
past?  

On May 20, 2011, the North Carolina 
Office of Archives and History sponsored 

a conference on the theme of memory at the 
North Carolina Museum of History in Raleigh, 
with Yale University scholar David Blight as the 
keynote speaker.  In the spring of 2015, timed to 
coincide with the anniversaries of the fall of Fort 
Fisher, Sherman’s March, and the close of the 
war, a third and final conference on the remaining 
theme of sacrifice will be held in conjunction with 
the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.

Wake Forest University 
Winston-Salem State University
Old Salem Museums & Gardens

N.C. O�ce of Archives and History

Winston-Salem, North Carolina
October 17-18, 2013
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I prefer a vegetarian lunch.

No state funds were used in the printing of this brochure.

This symposium has been made possible in part by a major grant 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities and support from 

the Wake Forest University Humanities Institute.
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8:45 OPENING ADDRESS
Brendle Recital Hall
 “Freedom”
 Ira Berlin, University of Maryland
Moderator:  Paul Escott, Wake Forest University 
9:45 Brendle Recital Hall
Freedmen’s Post-War Search for Family
 Heather Williams, University of North Carolina at   
 Chapel Hill
Political Views of Slaves
 Susan O’Donovan, University of Memphis
Moderator:  Anthony Parent, Wake Forest University
 
10:50 Break
Lobby, Scales Fine Arts Center  
11:00  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Wingate Hall Room 302
“Visions of Freedom and Civilization”: The African 
American Quest for Autonomy during Military 
Occupation in North Carolina” 
 Judkin Browning, Appalachian State University
“Forgotten Southerners: North Carolina’s Free People 
of Color during the Civil War”
 Warren Milteer, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill
Moderator:  Eric Greaux, Winston-Salem State 
University
Scales Fine Arts Center Room 102
“‘No Snug Berth’: Abraham Lincoln, the Stanly Family, 
and North Carolina Unionism” 
 David Gerleman, The Papers of Abraham Lincoln
“More than a “Mixture of Roaring Polemics and 
Plodding Statistics”: Reassessing Hinton Rowan 
Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South”
 Evan Rothera, Pennsylvania State University
Moderator:  Ben Coates, Wake Forest University
Scales Fine Arts Center Room A9 
“The Men of the 102nd United States Colored Troops”
 Sharon Roger Hepburn, Radford University
“’Welcome Brothers!’:  The 1865 Union Prisoner-of-
War Exchange in North Carolina”
 Chris Fonvielle, University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington
Moderator:  Paul Kuhl, Winston-Salem State 
University
Wingate Hall Lower Auditorium 
“’It is a Sentiment and Not a Conviction’:  The 
Southern Baptist Convention and Its Legacy of Racial 
Hierarchy in the Late Nineteenth Century”
Virginia Hicks, Wake Forest University

“The Imperial Agenda of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church:  Re-Defining African American 
Religious Identity, 1880-1917”
Jessica Lockhart, Wake Forest University

“’From One Blood’:  Berea College’s Commitment 
to Equal Education for Black and White Students, 
1850-1920” 
Hutton Baird, Wake Forest University
Moderators:  Michele Gillespie, Wake Forest 
University, and William A. Link, University of Florida

12:30 Lobby, Scales Fine Arts Center 
Boxed lunches for registrants 

1:15 Brendle Recital Hall 
Poem for the Occasion
 Maya Angelou 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  Women Refugees in the 
Civil War
 Thavolia Glymph, Duke University
Moderator:  Michelle Lanier, North Carolina Arts 
Council

2:10 Brendle Recital Hall 
“Abraham Galloway, Lincoln, and the Emancipation 
Proclamation” 
 David Cecelski, independent scholar, Durham, NC
New South Atlanta
 William A. Link, University of Florida
Moderator:  Michelle Gillespie,Wake Forest 
University

3:20 Lobby, Scales Fine Arts Center 
Afternoon break

3:30 Brendle Recital Hall

CLOSING DISCUSSION
Tim Tyson, Duke University (moderator)
Ira Berlin, University of Maryland
Thavolia Glymph, Duke University
Hari Jones, African American Civil War Museum 

4:30 Conclude

Maya Angelou is Reynolds Professor of American Studies at 
Wake Forest University where she has taught for over thirty years.  
An inaugural poet and acclaimed memoirist, she received the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011. 

Hutton Baird of Signal Mountain, Tennessee, is a senior at Wake 
Forest University majoring in history.

Ira Berlin is Distinguished University Professor at the University 
of Maryland.  The founding editor of the Freedom and Southern 
Society Project and a recipient of the Abraham Lincoln Prize, he 
is the author of Many Thousands Gone (2000).

Judkin Browning is associate professor of history at Appalachian 
State University and is the author of Shifting Loyalties:  The 
Union Occupation of Eastern North Carolina (2011).

David S. Cecelski is the author of  The Fire of Freedom:  
Abraham Galloway and the Slaves’ Civil (2012).  He completed 
a doctorate at Harvard University and has taught at Duke 
University, UNC-Chapel Hill, and East Carolina University.

Chris E. Fonvielle Jr. is associate professor of history at the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington where he has taught 
since 1996.  A native of Wilmington, he is the author of The  
Wilmington Campaign:  Last Rays of Departing Hope (1997).

David Gerleman is assistant editor of the Papers of Abraham 
Lincoln.  He completed graduate studies at Southern Illinois 
University and has taught at George Mason University.

Thavolia Glymph is associate professor of history and African and 
African American Studies at Duke University and author of Out 
of the House of Bondage:  The Transformation of the Plantation 
Household (2008).

Cheryl Harry is director of African American programming at 
Old Salem Museums & Gardens and author of Winston-Salem’s 
African American Legacy.

Sharon A. Roger Hepburn chairs the history department at 
Radford University (Virginia), where she has taught since 
1995.  She is the author of Crossing the Border:  A Free Black 
Community in Canada (2007).

Virginia Hicks of Archdale is a senior at Wake Forest University 
majoring in history.

Hari Jones is assistant director and curator of the African 
American Civil War Freedom Foundation and Museum in 
Washington, DC.  He is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and 
in-demand speaker during the Civil War sesquicentennial.

William A. Link is Richard J. Milbauer Professor of History at the 
University of Florida.  He is the author of Atlanta: Cradle of the 
New South (2013), studies of secession and education in Virginia, 
and a North Carolina history textbook.

Jessica Lockhart of Signal Mountain, Tennessee, is a senior at 
Wake Forest University majoring in history and religion.

Warren Milteer is a Ph.D. candidate at UNC-Chapel Hill.  His 
dissertation concerns free people of color in North Carolina.

Susan O’Donovan is associate professor of history at the 
University of Memphis, author of Becoming Free in the Cotton 
South (2007), and a coordinator for National History Day.

Anthony Parent is professor of history and ethnic studies at 
Wake Forest University.  He is the author of Old Dominion New  
Commonwealth (2007).

Evan C. Rothera is a Ph.D. candidate at The Pennsylvania 
State University where he studies the Civil War and is writing a 
dissertation “Reconstructions in America.” 

Timothy B. Tyson is senior research scholar at the Center for 
Documentary Studies at Duke University.  He book Blood Done 
Sign My Name (2004) was the basis for a feature film.  He leads 
a community-based course, “The South at Black and White.” 

Heather Williams, professor of history at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
is the author of Self-Taught:  African American Education in 
Slavery and Freedom (2005) and Help Me to Find My Family:  
The African American Search for Family Lost in Slavery (2012). 

Donna J. Benson, who completed graduate studies at Duke 
University, is professor of history at Winston-Salem State 
University.  Before taking the post, she was interim chancellor at 
North Carolina Central University 

Simone Caron chairs the Department of History at Wake Forest 
University, where she is an associate professor specializing in 
medical history and gender studies.

Ben Coates is assistant professor of history at Wake Forest 
University where he has taught global studies and modern 
American history since 2012.

Paul Escott is Reynolds Professor of History at Wake Forest 
University where he specializes in Civil War studies.  He twice 
won the Mayflower Cup for the best nonfiction book by a North 
Carolinian.

Michele Gillespie is Kahle Family Professor of History at 
Wake Forest University where she teaches southern, labor and 
women’s history. She is author of a recent dual biography of 
Katharine and R.J. Reynolds.

Eric Greaux is assistant professor of religion at Winston-Salem 
State University, where he teaches courses on the world’s major 
religious traditions.

Paul Kuhl, a Ph.D. graduate of Southern Illinois University, is a 
professor of history at Winston-Salem State University, where he 
teaches nineteenth century history.

Michelle Lanier, trained as a folklorist, is director of the African 
American Heritage Commission and a senior program director 
for the North Carolina Arts Council.

Belinda Tate is director of the Diggs Gallery at Winston-Salem 
State University, offering space dedicated to the art of Africa and 
the African diaspora in North Carolina.

   Agenda PresentErs

Moderators and Hosts

Thursday, October 17, 2013

11:00 Registration and Check-in
Old Salem Visitor Center, 900 Old Salem Road, 
Winston-Salem

11:30 Lunch
James A. Gray Auditorium, Old Salem Visitor Center

12:15 Welcome
James A. Gray Auditorium
African Americans in Salem
 Cheryl Harry, Old Salem
Harriet Jacobs Room
 Anthony Parent, Wake Forest University

1:00  Tours of St. Philips Heritage Center, Museum of 
Early Southern Decorative Arts, and the New 
Winston Museum

2:30 Depart for Winston-Salem State University

Winston-Salem State University Event
* * * Free and Open to the Public * * *  
“Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation”

3:00 Check-in
 Albert H. Anderson Center, Winston-Salem State   
 University, 601 Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive, Winston-Salem

3:30 Welcome 
Albert H. Anderson Center
 Corey Walker, Dean of the College of Arts and   
 Sciences, Winston-Salem State University
 Belinda Tate, Winston-Salem State University
The Occasion 
 Donna Benson, Winston-Salem State University 
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
“For Light and Liberty:  African Descent Spies of the 
Rebellion”
 Hari Jones, African American Civil War Museum,   
 Washington, DC

5:30 Reception
Albert H. Anderson Center

Friday, October 18, 2013 - Wake Forest University campus

7:45 Registration
Lobby, Scales Fine Arts Center, 1834 Wake Forest 
Road, Winston-Salem 

8:30 Welcome
Brendle Recital Hall, Scales Fine Arts Center
 Jacquelyn Fetrow, Dean of the College   
 Simone Caron, Wake Forest University History   
 Department Chair  

Unidentified African American soldier in Union uniform with wife 
and two daughters, Library of Congress
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